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TDLD US RECENTLY. BI 
Too US 
THAT TRENE’S COMMANDING TEAD IW THE POLTS AT THE BEGINNING OF 1597. 


AHD HER POPULARITY AMONG VENEZUELA'S LOWER CLASSES, HAD POSITIONED 
HER FO BLOCK ANY EFFORT BY OTHER CANDIDATES TO CHALLENGE HER FROH 
BELOW. HER ALLIANCE WITH THE ECR- 

HAG BEEN UESIGNED 1D 
"INOCULATE" IRENE FROM DALLIANCES WITH VENEZUELA'S TRACI TIONAL 
PARTIES AND TO PROVIDE HER ASML iD ANCHOR ON THE LEFT. HER 
DECISION TO BREAK FROM THIS STRATEGY AND TQ ACCEPT A FORMAL 
ALLIANCE WITH THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY ICOPE!) HAD CAUSED A 
GRIEVOUS WOUND IN HER POLITICAL SUPPORT, WHICH SLOWLY BLED AWAY. 
LCP HAD TOLERATED THE ALL TANCE BEGAUSE i7 COULD DD HO 
OTHEP, WOWEVER, RENE'S DECISION 10 ALLY RERSELF WLIW THE 
DEMOCRATIC ACTION PAPTY wD) IN CARACAS WAS 7D0 MUCH. AD HAD 
ALWAYS BEEN LCR’S MORTAL ENEMY AND THE EPITOME OF ALL THAT WAS 
WRONG WITH VENEZUELAN POLITICS. LCR BROKE ITS ALLYANCE WITH JREHE 
LAUNCHED 17S OWN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE --ALFREDG RANDS-- AND 
CONCENTRATED ITS ENERGIES DN TRYING 70 WIN A SINGLE COVERNGRSHIP-- 
ANORES VELESQUE2 IM ANZDATEGUI--AND PRESERVING ITS CONGRESSIONAL 
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1. dG) TRE COLLAPSE OF (RENE SAEZ AS A VIABLE POLITICAL CAND! GATE 
LUGO CHAVEZ VICTORY IN GECENOER+ ACCORDING 70 
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A RECENT MEETING. GLARED IREAE. OW AER. WT 
corels.an{___ SHER 
ELECTORAL ALLIANCE IN CARACAS. WETH.THE DEMOCRATIC ACTION PARTY 
(40). YREWE”S ALLIANCE WITH THE TRADITIONAL PARTIES? 

WAS A “GREAT DECEPTION AND FRUSTRATION” FOR THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE 
WHO WERE LEFT WITH MO OTHER CHOICE THAN HUGO CHAVEZ. NEITHER[- J. 
Care HEMRIQUE SALAS ROMER KAS A CHANCE OF CATCHING 

CHAVET ARCUING FHAT SALAS ROMER CANNDT ATTRACT VOTES IN THE 
“POPULAR SECTORS” OR LOWER CLASSES. IN SPITE OF THIS RARSH 
ASSESSMENT, BOTH OE IEVE THAT FORCES OF “ANTI- 


CHAVISHO" MUST PUT UP TH RTO st a POLITICAL 
COUNTEPWEIGHT 10 CHAVEZ. 


THE DECLINE DF #RENE: THE LOSS @F THE PEOPLES’ GREAT HOPE 


2. (Ci TRENE SAEZ. FORMER MESS UNIVERSE AN THE MAYGR GF CRACAD. 


REPRESENTED fHE HOPE OF THE VENEZUELAW PEOPLE Fok PEACEFUL 
POLTTICAL CHENGE, b 


N Bl 
WHEH SRENE “OETRAYED” HER SUPPORTERS: HE 
FQR HUGO CHAVEZ, THE OTHER CANDIOATE FOR 
CHANGE. CKNOWLEDGED THAT GRENEs HOWEVER 
DAMAGED) STILL ATTRACTED ACOUT TEN PERCENT OF THE NATIONAL VOTE, 
ANC EVEN MORE 1M CARACAS. IN FACT. BOTH ASSERTED THAT HEAQ-IG-HEAD 


PBLLING SKOWED THAT IRENE COULIT STILL BEAT CHAVEZ 1K THE LOWEST 
SOCIAL CLASS. THIS MAOE HER ATTRACTIVE 19 AD AND COPEI> WHICH 


HOPED FO_GET A BUMP yP IN VOTE GETTING BY THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH 
IRENE. | arreromi NO ATTEMPT 1@ HIDE HEIR 
FRUSTRATION TSAPPOTNTMENT AF THE THOUGHT THAF A POLITICAL 


CANDIDATE WHO HAD O€EN THE “HOPE OF EHE PEGPLE” WAS GOING 10 BE 
CONVERTED INTC JOB INSURANCE FOR "S FEW CORRUPT AD ANG COPEI™ 
PEPUTTES AND SENATORS. NEVERTHELESS» THEY WERE INSISTENT THAT 
IRENE SHOULD UNCER NO CIRCUMSTANCES CIVE UP ANC LEAVE THE 
PRESIDENTEAL RACE. THEY ARGUED THAT IRENE’S WOTES, WITHOUT IRENE: 
WOULD GO TO CHAVEZ. THEY SOLD THAT IREME NUS) STAY 1H TO OLNY 
THOSE VOTES: HOWEVER FEW THEY MIGHT BE. 70 CHAVET. 


eT en ee ee ee eee eee ee eee 


Le Lamar comet seowiee IME POSSIBILITY THAT AnY Bl 
DINER CANOVDATE COULD TAKE \PENE’S PLACE. THERE WAS, THEY NOTED, 
NO CHALLENGER ON THE HORIZON WHO HAD A CHANCE OF BEAFING CHAUEZ. 
WHER QUESTIONEB ABOUT RENRIQUE SALAS ROMER. THEY BOTH NOJED TAT 


SALAS 18 NOT THE CHALLENGER HE MAKES HIMSELF OUT TO BE. THEY 


CREDITEG SALAS ROMER WITH RUNNING & GREAT CAMPAIGN. COMPARING HIM 
TO A MAGICIAN WHD PULLS RAEBITS OUT OF HATS: FHEY SAID HE HAD USED 
THE MEDIA [O CREATE THE IMPRESSION OF GROWIKG POLITICAL SUPFORT. 
HOWEVER: THEY ALLEGED THAT SALAS ROMER HAS NO “POLITICAL FLODR. ” 
AND THAT HE CAKNOT COMPETE IN SHE “POPULAR SECTORS” “OR LOWER 
CLASSES, THIS WOULD BECOME PAIHEULLY OBVIOUS: QURING 
THE NOVEMBER & PEGHONAL ELECTIONS. SALAS WILL EMERGE FROM THOSE 


ELECTIONS: [_______] WITH OMY ONE CCUERNORSHIP ANC A HANOFUL 
OF CONGRESSTONAL SEATS. THIS WILE HDY GE ENOUGH 10 FED OFF AND OR 
FACE OFF AGAINST AN EMERGENT With CLAIM TQ BE ThE SECOND 
MOST POTENT PARTY BEHING aD. SRID SALAS ROMER S CAMPAISH 
WiLL COLLEPSE AFTER IWE HOUEKREP @ ELECTIONS. 
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